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Grand Valley has biggest increase in number of grads
Across Campus
Community Foundation 
awards grant to 
Children’s Center
The Allendale Community 
Foundation gave a technology grant 
to the Children’s Enrichment Center 
to help center staff members engage 
their students in computer literacy 
and awareness.
Sharalle Arnold, director of the 
Children’s Enrichment Center, said 
the grant will allow the center to 
buy an instructional laptop. Aaron 
Klein Haight, assistant director for 
Student Life, told Arnold about the 
grant opportunity. Haight also wrote 
a letter of support; additional letters 
were sent by Bart Merkle, dean of 
students; and Tricia Kannigieter, a 
teacher at the center.
“Technology offers great opportunities for our 
students,” Arnold said. “I am so happy that our 
program is supported by our campus commu-
nity and the Allendale community.” 
Last published issue of 
‘Forum’
This marks the last published issue of Forum 
until after the semester break.
Forum will resume publication on January 11. 
For the latest campus news, visit www.gvsu.
edu/gvnow.
Sociology faculty  
honored
Two sociology professors, Mary deYoung and 
Joseph Verschaeve, were recognized by the 
Michigan Sociological Association.
deYoung was awarded the 2009 Charles Horton 
Cooley Award for Distinguished Scholarship. 
The Cooley Award is given for scholarly con-
tribution to the field of sociological knowledge. 
Grand Valley has increased the number 
of graduates by an amount greater than 
any Michigan public campus, university 
officials announced November 30. The 
number of degrees awarded is up by 91.8 
percent compared to the 1998-99 academic 
year — a rate more than double that of the 
university’s enrollment growth of 42 percent.
The data comes from the Integrated 
Postsecondary Education Data System 
Completion Survey of degrees awarded by 
Michigan Public Universities. Compared to 
2002-03, three universities are producing 
fewer graduates while 12 show increases, 
with Grand Valley’s being the largest. Three 
of the institutions also award associate’s 
degrees, which Grand Valley does not.  
Ten years ago, Grand Valley awarded 2,478 
degrees; this grew to 4,754 in 2008-09, an 
increase of 91.8 percent. About 35 percent 
of that growth occurred in the last six 
academic years, reflecting the university’s 
deliberately slower rate of growth. In the 
current academic year Grand Valley enrolls 
24,408 students, an all-time 
high. Currently, 96.4 percent are 
Michigan residents. GVSU attracts 
students from across the entire 
state, and has enrolled this year the 
highest percentage of Michigan 
Promise Scholarship recipients.
President Thomas J. Haas arrived 
in Michigan shortly after the 
publication of the Lt. Governor’s 
Report on Higher Education and 
Economic Growth (the “Cherry 
Commission Report”). The 
report urged more Michigan 
high school students to continue 
their education after graduation 
and called on Michigan’s higher 
education institutions to double 
the number of graduates. “At Grand Valley, 
we were already well on our way and 
now have nearly done it,” Haas said.
“Grand Valley’s accomplishment is all the 
more remarkable because the university’s 
graduation increases have come at a time 
when state aid has dropped dramatically 
and our tuition held to a rate below the state 
average,” Haas said. “I have long maintained 
that Grand Valley provides a great return on 
taxpayer’s and student’s investment. This 
continues on page 2
File photo 
Grand Valley has increased the number of degrees awarded 
compared to 10 years ago by 91.8 percent. 
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Teachers and members of the Children’s Enrichment Center Helping 
Hands group accept a check from the Allendale Community 
Foundation’s Carl Piersma. Pictured from left are, Aaron Klein Haight, 
Piersma, Sharalle Arnold, Shantel Lofiego, and Holly Simons. 
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The following graduates students 
were honored for their academic 
excellence at the fall Graduate 
Student Celebration held November 
20 in Loosemore Auditorium.
Academic Excellence in the Major
Stephanie J. Dunker, taxation
Thomas E. Henrikson, accounting
Linda M. LeSage, business  
 administration
Roberta L. Osipoff, public  
 administration
Brooke E. Wayman, health  
 administration
Susan K. Kraus, school counseling
Joshua P. Holtrop, computer  
 information systems
Denise M. Galloway, English 
Outstanding Master’s Thesis in a Major
Dorothy A. Asare-Kumah, communication
Ann Hayward, English
Shelby L. Mulder, nursing 
Outstanding Master’s Final Project in a Major
Conrad P. Venema, public administration
Kevin M. Wisselink, public administration
Nicholas Monoyois, public administration
Timothy C. Bulson, communications
Amanda M. Himes, nursing 
Outstanding Publication
Ann Hayward, English
Kari S. Blech, nursing 
Excellence in Service to Community or 
Profession
Megan S. Sall, public administration
Denise M. Galloway, English 
Outstanding Faculty Mentor Awards
Kathleen Blumreich, professor of English
Michael Payne, professor of public 
 administration
Eric Snyder, associate professor of biology.
Graduate students honored at awards ceremony
For nearly three decades, 
deYoung has conducted 
international research as 
both a social psycholo-
gist and criminologist and 
is noted for her unique 
research on moral panics 
and madness.
Verschaeve, affiliate pro-
fessor, was awarded the 
2009 Marvin Olsen Award 
for Distinguished Service 
to Sociology. The Olsen 
Award acknowledges 
distinguished service 
to the field of sociology. 
Verschaeve was noted for his research on symbolic interactionism, human 
rights, social justice and methods of innovation.
External advisors appointed  
for Wesorick Center
Three nationally recognized experts in health care transformation have 
been appointed to serve as advisors for a center within the Kirkhof 
College of Nursing at Grand Valley that will help address urgent issues in 
health care.
The Bonnie Wesorick Center for Healthcare Transformation named 
the following health care leaders as external advisors: Laura Adams, 
president and CEO of the Rhode Island Quality Institute; Connie White 
Delaney, dean of the School of Nursing, University of Minnesota; Bradley 
N. Doebbeling, MD, professor of internal medicine, Indiana University 
School of Medicine, director of Indiana University Center on Health 
Services and Outcomes Research, and associate director of the Regenstrief 
Institute.
Cynthia McCurren, dean of the Kirkhof College of Nursing, said naming 
these external advisors is a “big step to keep us moving along with plans 
for the center.” In February, Grand Valley announced the formal campaign 
launch to establish the Wesorick Center. 
The center is named for Bonnie Wesorick, founder and chair emerita 
for the Clinical Practice Model Resource Center based in Grand Rapids.  
Wesorick is internationally known for her pioneering work in the use of a 
clinical practice model framework that transforms the culture of a health 
care system. CPMRC is a business unit of Elsevier, the world’s leading 
provider of science and health information.
The goal behind the Wesorick Center is to enhance research productivity 
and interprofessional collaboration, and link practice issues and educa-
tional innovations with evidence-based practice.
McCurren said the next steps in establishing the Wesorick Center include 
naming a campaign committee, which should be completed soon.
continued from page 1
Pictured are Joseph Verschaeve and Mary 
deYoung, who were honored by the Michigan 
Sociological Association.
Photo courtesy of Irene Fountain 
Faculty mentors are pictured, from left, Eric Snyder, Michael Payne, 
Heidi Herzog (who nominated Payne), Ann Hayward (who nominated 
Blumreich) and Kathleen Blumreich.
proves it.” Grand Valley receives the least funding per student of all 
state universities; in the current year, Grand Valley’s appropriation 
per student is $3,026 as compared to the state average of $5,719.
The president also noted that the vast majority of Grand Valley’s  
graduates remain in Michigan. The most recent data (for 2008  
graduates) show that 96 percent of Grand Valley’s alumni are employed 
or in graduate school; of those working, 94 percent are pursuing  
their careers in Michigan.
“We are doing our part to ensure that the State of Michigan has the  
well-educated college graduates it needs for the knowledge economy of 
the 21st century and keeping them here,” Haas said. “Grand Valley is also 
an economic powerhouse, creating more than half a billion dollars  
worth of regional economic activity.”
continued from page 1
Number of graduates increases
Forum  | deCember 7, 2009   3
College of Education 
plans convocation
Grand Valley’s College of Education will honor  
an outstanding educator during its convocation  
ceremonies set for Wednesday, December 9, 
at 7 p.m., at DeVos Place in Grand Rapids.
About 200 graduates are expected to 
participate. The ceremony is a precursor to 
Grand Valley’s commencement scheduled  
for December 12 at Van Andel Arena in  
Grand Rapids.
Deborah Creswell is the recipient of the 
Outstanding Alumni Educator Award. 
Creswell is a third-grade teacher at Parkview 
Elementary School in Wyoming. 
Creswell was also nominated for creating  
school-based programs and implementing 
an Odyssey of the Mind team at 
Huntington Woods Elementary School. 
She earned her master’s in education 
from Grand Valley in 1989.
Film about Nepal 
to be screened
The Padnos International Center will host a  
documentary film, “Beneath Everest: Nepal  
Reborn,” by an alumnus on Thursday,  
December 10.
The screening will run from 7-9 p.m. in 
Loosemore Auditorium at the DeVos Center. 
Filmmaker Tulsi Bhandari will screen his 
film and be available for questions after. 
Julie Guevara, assistant vice president for 
Academic Affairs, will serve as moderator. 
The event is free and open to the public.
Bhandari earned a bachelor’s degree in 
social work from Grand Valley. He has 
worked in Nepal as a human rights activist 
for more than 12 years. The screening of 
“Beneath Everest” on December 10 also 
commemorates the 10th anniversary of the 
U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
For more information about the event, call 
the Padnos International Center at x13898.
What’s Ahead
Please note the following changes to regular  
university operating hours during final 
exam week and winter break.
December 12-13
Commencement: 10 a.m., Van Andel Arena  
(Dec. 12)
Open:
Campus Dining: normal hours
Zumberge Library: Dec. 12, 9 a.m.-2 a.m.;  
Dec. 13, 24 hours
Rec Center: Dec. 12, 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m.; Dec. 13, 
11 a.m.-midnight 
Laker Turf Building: Dec. 12, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
CHS: Dec. 12, noon-4 p.m.
University Bookstore (Allendale): Dec. 12,   
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
University Bookstore (Pew Campus): Dec. 
12, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Steelcase Library: Dec. 12 (9 a.m.-midnight); 
Dec. 13, 11 a.m.-2 a.m.
Frey Found. Lrn. Center: Dec. 12, noon-4 
p.m.; December 13, closed
Computer Labs (DEV): Dec. 12, 7:30 a.m.-
midnight; Dec. 13, 7:30 a.m.-2 a.m. Computer 
Labs (CHS): noon-4 p.m.
Computer Labs (CAC, HRY, PAC, LOH, 
MAK, MAN): Normal hours
Kirkhof Center: 9 a.m.-2 a.m.  
December 14, 15, 16, 17
Open:
Campus Dining: normal hours
Rec Center: 6 a.m.-midnight
Laker Turf Building: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Kirkhof Center: 7:30 a.m.-2 a.m.
Lobby Shop: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
River Landing (Kirkhof ): 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
University Bookstore (Allendale/Pew 
Campus): 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
CHS: 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
DeVos Center: 7 a.m.-11 p.m.
Eberhard Center: 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
Zumberge Library: open 24 hours
Curr. Materials Library: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Frey Found. Lrn. Center: 7:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
Holland Campus Library: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Seidman House: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Steelcase Library: 7:30 a.m.-2 a.m.
Computer Labs (HRY, MAK, MAN, PAC, 
LOH): 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Computer Labs (Holland): 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Computer Labs (DeVos Center): 7:30 a.m.-
midnight
Computer Labs (CHS): 7:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
Plaza Café (DeVos Center): 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
Gazebo (DeVos Center): 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
December 18
Open: 
Rec Center: 6 a.m.-9 p.m.
Laker Turf Building: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Kirkhof Center: 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Lobby Shop: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
River Landing (Kirkhof ): 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Univ. Bookstore (Allendale): 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Univ. Bookstore (Pew Campus): 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
CHS: 7 a.m.-5 p.m.
DeVos Center: 7 a.m.-11 p.m.
Eberhard Center: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.
Zumberge Library: 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Frey Found. Lrn. Center:  7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Holland Campus Library: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Seidman House: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Steelcase Library: 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Computer Labs (HRY, LOH, MAK, MAN, 
PAC, CHS): 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Computer Labs (Holland): 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Computer Labs (DEV): 7:30 a.m.-midnight
Plaza Café (DeVos Center): 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
Closed:
C3 Express MAK: 2 p.m. (reopens Jan. 11)
C3 Express ASH: 2 p.m. (reopens Jan. 11)
Einstein Bros. Bagels (Commons): 2 p.m. 
(reopens Jan. 11)
Fresh Food Company (Commons): 4 p.m. 
(reopens Jan. 10)
Kleiner Commons: 3 p.m. (reopens Jan. 10)
The Gazebo (DeVos Center): 11 a.m. 
(reopens Jan. 11) 
December 19-20
Open:
Laker Turf Building: Dec. 19, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Dec. 20, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Closed:
Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences
Rec Center: Closed due to court refinishing
Kirkhof Center
Zumberge Library 
Computer Labs
Curriculum Materials Library
Seidman House
Holland Campus Library
Steelcase Library (DeVos Center)
Frey Foundation Learning Center
University Bookstores (both campuses) 
December 21, 22, 23
Open: 
Laker Turf Building: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Kirkhof Center: 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Lobby Shop: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
River Landing (Kirkhof ): 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
University Bookstore (Allendale/Pew 
Campus): 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
CHS: 7 a.m.-5 p.m.
DeVos Center: 7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Eberhard Center: 7 a.m.-5 p.m.
Zumberge Library: 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Frey Found. Lrn. Center: 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Holland Campus Library: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Seidman House: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Steelcase Library: 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Plaza Café : 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Comp. Labs (HRY, LOH, HOL): 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Computer Labs (DEV, CHS): 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
CLOSED: 
Rec Center: closed due to court refinishing, 
will reopen December 28 with limited hours. 
 
December 22
Faculty post grades in Banner SSB by noon.
January 4
All offices will resume their regular hours.
January 11
First day of classes for Winter Semester.
Notes:
1. Laker Turf Building’s open hours are subject  
to change. Please call 616-331-8940 to verify  
availability. 
Holiday break schedule announced
continues on page 4
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General Events
Mon., Dec. 7
Noon: Area Studies hosts “Music and 
Revolution: Cultural Change in Socialist 
Cuba,” by Robin Moore. CDC. Call x18110 
for more information.
4 p.m.: Area Studies hosts Introduction to 
Afro-Cuban Music Workshop. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x18110 for more 
information.
6 p.m.: Sustainable Initiative hosts “No 
Impact Man” screening. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x17366 for more 
information.
Tues., Dec. 8
11 a.m.: ACES workshop. TIPS Training 
course. Water Tower Place. Call x12537 
for more information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Divorce 
Support Group. 2264 KC. Call x12748 for 
more information.
Noon: Women’s Center hosts What 
Mommies Do Best. “Pamper Me.” 1201 
KC. Call x12748 for more information.
6 p.m.: Sustainable Initiative hosts “No 
Impact Man” screening. Pere Marquette 
Room, KC. Call x17366 for more informa-
tion.
8 p.m.: Choral Concert. Varsity Men and 
Varsity 8. CDC. Call x13484 for more 
information.
Wed., Dec. 9
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: College of Education Convocation. 
DeVos Place, Grand Rapids. Call x16650 
for more information.
Thurs., Dec. 10
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more informa-
tion. 
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 2264 
KC. Call x12748 for more information.
Fri., Dec. 11
7:30 p.m.: Theater hosts “A Night at the 
Fights!” Stage Combat Scenes. LAT, PAC. 
Call x13668 for more information
Sat., Dec. 12
10 a.m.: Commencement. Van Andel Arena, 
Grand Rapids. Call x12345 for more infor-
mation.
7 p.m.: Area Studies hosts “Spotlight on 
Cuba” dance and food. GRR, KC. Call 
x18110 for more information. 
Sports
Tues., Dec. 8
7 p.m.: Women’s Basketball hosts Lewis 
University.
2. Clerical, Office and Technical staff should 
record the following on their time cards: 
 December 24, 25, 28, 29, 30, 31 and January 1  
— H (Holidays)
3. Only prescheduled mail deliveries to offices 
working over the break will be made. 
4. The heat in all buildings will be lowered to 
50-55 degrees to maximize energy savings.  
No events should be scheduled.
5. Allendale Campus drives, parking lots 
and sidewalks will be adequately plowed 
to permit access. For special events, please 
notify Customer Service at the Allendale 
Campus, x13000, prior to December 18. 
Pew Campus reserved lots and sidewalks 
will be adequately plowed. For special 
events at the Pew Campus, contact Facilities 
Management at x16700 prior to December 23.
6. For operating hours for the Rec Center, 
including the pool and Climbing Center, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/fieldhouse .
7. The Information Technology offices and 
Manitou Lab in Allendale will be closed during 
the break. E-mail and the campus computer 
network will remain online and attended.  
8. In Allendale, 24-hour security will be 
provided. If access to a building is required, 
prior arrangements must be made with the 
Department of Public Safety Office at x13255 
before December 23. On the Pew Campus, 
24-hour security will be provided. If access 
to a building is required, prior arrangements 
must be made with the Pew Campus Security 
Department at x16677 before December 23.
9. Maintenance emergency response will 
be handled in Allendale through Central 
Utilities Building at x13000. Staff will 
be dispatched as necessary. Those at the 
Pew Campus, Muskegon Lake Michigan 
Center, and Holland Meijer Campus should 
contact Pew Campus Security at x16677.
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In the News
Jonathan White, professor of interdisciplin-
ary studies, was interviewed by the Christian 
Science Monitor for a story on violent religious 
radicalization and by MSNBC for a story on the 
militia movement.
James Krikke, lab manager for chemistry, was 
interviewed by WXMI-TV Channel 17 for a 
story about the energy benefits of compact fluo-
rescent lights and proper disposal concerns.
Danielle Wiese Leek, assistant professor of 
communications, was interviewed by WZZM-
TV Channel 13 for a story about the political 
significance of Sarah Palin’s visit to Grand 
Rapids to launch her book tour.
Sketches
Michael Webster, associate professor of 
English, gave a presentation, “(Re)Defining 
Sincerity,” at the Modernist Studies Association 
Conference in Montreal. 
David Stark, associate professor of history, 
gave a presentation, “Una aproximación al clero 
puertorriqueño del siglo XVIII: El clero y el 
curato de San Felipe Apóstol de Arecibo (1708-
1791)” at the Segundo Congreso de Genealogia e 
Historia Puertorriquena in Puerto Rico.
Kelly Berendsen, executive secretary in the 
Office of the President, received the Club 
President of the Year Award from Toastmasters 
International, District 62. 
Elizabeth Eubanks, computer operations 
supervisor, attended the UC4 AppWorx 
Integate User’s Conference in San Diego, 
California. She also passed the applications 
manager certification exam.
David Linn, assistant professor of biomedi-
cal sciences, gave a presentation, “Multiple 
Possible Protective Mechanisms Associated 
with the Alpha7 Nicotinic ACh Receptor in 
Pig Retina: Agonist, Modulator and Feedback 
Mechanisms,” at the Annual Meeting of the 
Society For Neuroscience in Chicago.
